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We all have our ideals of the good, the pure 
and holy in this life, and when in our pathway 
through the world we meet those who fill our 
ideal of that life which we think right before 
God, we are glad and feel encouraged. It is for 
this reason that biographies of good men are 
beneficial and profitable to us in our Christian 
life, and it was this that prompted the author 
to comply with the request of some friends of 
the family, and present to the public this brief 
sketch of a man who filled his place in society 
and in the church, and left the impress of a pure, 
devoted, godly life, to many who walked with 
him down time’s pathway, so that even those 
who live after him may read and be encouraged 
in the principles and doctrines which he main- 
tained, as well as in that purity, simplicity and 
humility, and also in that meek and unaffected 
piety which so strongly characterized him all 
through life. 


THe AUTHOR. 
Elkhart, Ind., Jan. 1897. 





Sketch of the Life and Labors of 
PRE. JOHN GEIL. 


OHN GEIL, the subject of this sketch, was 
J born on the 9th of April 1778, in New 

Britain Township, Bucks County, Penn., on 
the farm once occupied by Pre. Isaac Godshalk, 
and now owned by Nathan Price. 

His father’s name was Jacob Geil, who emi- 
grated from the Province of Alsace, or Man- 
heim, on the Rhein, in France, to America when 
a boy about eight years of age. He (Jacob ~ 
Geil) grew to manhood’s years and married a 
sister of Valentine Clymer, who lived and died 
in New Britain Township, and was the father of 
Henry and John Clymer, who, in 1866,* were 
still living and residing in the same township. 

* These facts were collected and given to the editor 
of the HERALD OF TRUTH in the same year that Bro. 
Geil died, by Henry Walter, deacon in Bro. Geil’s con- 
gregation. A brief sketch of his life and labors were 


published in the March number of the HERALD of that 
year, 
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There is no doubt that both Jacob Geil and 
his wife were members of the Mennonite Church, 
but on this point no definite information could 
be obtained. The fact however that both the 
Geils and the Clymers were Mennonite families, 
and that they always lived among and associated 
with Mennonites, indicates beyond a doubt, that 
both he and his wife were members of this 
church. 

Jacob Geil, the father of the subject of our 
sketch, removed, after his marriage, to Chester 
County, Pa., where he lived a short time, and 
then again moved with his family to the Shen- 
andoah valley, in Rockingham Co., Va. His 
family consisted of ten children,* three of whom 
settled in Ohio. One of them, Jacob, lived in 
Fairfield Co., and was for many vears a minister 
in the Mennonite congregation in that county. 

* Subsequent to writing this account, we were in- 
formed that the mother of John Geil died, and that 
probably John was her only child. If this is correct 
nine of the children here referred to must have been by 
a second marriage. This same account also states that 
as a young man he once lived on the Old John Gross 
farm, near Fountainville. This may account for the 


statement published before, that he was born near 
Fountainville, in Plumstead Township. 
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John, when he reached the proper age, was 
apprenticed by his father to learn the tanner’s 
trade,* but not having a good master, and dis- 
liking the business, he left his employer, and 
his friends furnishing him money for the neces- 
sary expenses on the way, he went back to the 
place of his birth in Bucks Co., Pa. This was 
about his nineteenth or twentieth year. 

So far as is known he worked on the farm 
after his return to his native state and county, 
and on the 22d of April 1802, he was married to 
Elizabeth Fretz, daughter of Mark Fretz, who 
was a deacon in the Mennonite Church, and 
lived in New Britain Township. She was born 
on the 11th of January 1781, and departed this 
life on the 5th of November 1849. 

We were not able to obtain any definite in- 
formation as to when or where he was received 
into the church; but it is supposed that it was 
at Doylestown, during the time that Jacob Gross 
was bishop there. He was chosen and ordained 
to the ministry in the Line Lexington congre- 
gation about the year 1810 or 1811, as he was 


* Another account states that he was apprenticed 
to the weaving trade. 
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then in his thirty-third year, and it was com- 
monly reported among his people that he was 
chosen to the ministry when he was thirty-three 
years old. 

David Ruth was bishop of that district at 
that time; and it is thought that Henry Funk,* 
also a minister in the same congregation, was 
then still living. 

Bro. Geil in his youthful years already man- 
ifested remarkable powers of mind, and abilities 
which so pre-eminently fitted him for the posi- 
tion for which God had designed him, and which 
he so ably filled. His mind seemed to be in- 
clined to the work of the ministry. Even in his 
youthful sports he often imitated the preacher, 
and repeated parts of the sermons he had 
listened to. 


He was in many ways a remarkable man. He 
was tall in stature, well proportioned, rather 
slender than otherwise, erect in bearing; had a 

long and rather narrow face, high forehead, and 


* Our informant gives Henry Funk as the minister 
here referred to, but the writer often heard the old peo- 
ple speak of John Funk as a minister there. It is pos- 
sible that it was John instead of Henry. 
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in his advanced years, he wore his hair, which 
was entirely white, long, reaching almost to his 
shoulders. He wore a kind and pleasant ex- 
pression on his face, possessed a kind and 
gentle disposition, always hopeful and inclined | 
to look at the bright side of life, and yet he 
carried with him that sober solemnity which 
always becomes the sincere and devoted man of 
God. 

He was modest and quiet in his demeanor, 
self-possessed and thoughtful in his speech, and 
yet logical and fluent in his preaching.* In his 
apparel and equipage he observed the strictest 
simplicity, and in this way taught by example 
as well as by precept. 

He was not an aspirant for wealth, and yet 
the Lord blessed him abundantly with temporal. 
possessions. 


He did not aspire to positions of honor in 
the world, and yet enjoyed to the highest 
degree, the esteem and respect, not only of his 


* The peculiar talent with which God had blessed 
him as a preacher has also manifested itself in some of 
his descendents. William E. Geil, a grandson, is one 
of the most noted evangelists of the day. 
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own people, but of all classes. His advice and 
counsel were much sought after in matters of 
business and the various affairs of life. Yet his 
modest and unassuming character, and his 
marked humility led him to seek more especially 
to fill his place as a faithful, devoted laborer in 
the vineyard of the Lord, than to desire the 
honors of the world, looking forward to the 
blessed reward of God’s faithful servants who 
have turned many unto righteousness, when 
in the firmament of God they shall shine as the 
stars forever. 

Bro. Geil lived on the farm near the Fretz 
mill, in New Britain Township, Bucks Co., in a 
commodious, two story, stone farm house, such 
as was common among the farmers of that sec- 
tion in those days. The land in that vicinity 
was stony, especially on the hills, and what 
seemed to me in my boyhood days a remarkable 
feature of the place was, that nearly all the 
fences on the farm were stone walls, or as we 
were accustomed to say in common conversa- 
tion, ‘‘ stone fences.” | 

He had a family of nine children, four sons 
and five daughters. One son died in infancy. 
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The oldest son, Jacob, is still living and is now 
ninety-four years old. His son John died some 
years ago. His youngest son, Samuel, was 
rendered a cripple by a fall from the front 
door of the upper floor (threshing-floor) of his 

father’s barn, and is still living. 

The daughters were Elizabeth, wife of 
Martin D. Rosenberger; Barbara, wife of Abra- 
ham Landis; Catharine, wife of John Krabiehl; 
Mary, wife of Joseph Landis, and Nancy, wife 
of Matthew Heer. Of these only Catharine and 
Nancy survive. 

On the 5th of Nov. 1849, his life compan- 
ion, with whom he had lived nearly half a cen- 
tury, was called away by death. His children 
were married and had commenced life for them- 
selves, and as he had already passed his three 
score years and ten he determined to retire from 
the more active duties of life, and accordingly, in 
1850, soon after the death of his wife, he quit 
farming, but for several years, remained in the 
old home. It was during this time, in 1852, 
that he felt his time might not be long, and 
while his mind was still strong and vigorous, 
that he{wrote his ‘‘ Farewell Address” to his 
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church, which is printed in the closing pages of 
this book. 

In 1854 he left the old homestead. He had 
lived on this same farm long before my earliest 
recollections; in all probability this was his res- 
idence from the time of his marriage in 1802. 
This home was the place where, as he says in 
his ‘‘ Farewell Address,” with his own hands 
he had labored and toiled for his support and 
the support of those whom God had given him 
to provide for, so that he might be chargeable to 
no one for any of these temporal things; here 
was the scene where for a long period he met 
the joys and the sorrows of life; here his family 
grew up around him; here for so many years he 
had gone in and out in the performance of his 
temporal duties; in this home he had met his 
brethren and sisters in social visits and in 
solemn counsels regarding the higher and bet- 
ter life; from this home he went forth from time 
to time, as occasions presented or required, to 
minister to his flock and preach to a perishing 
world the words of eternal life. Many blessed 
and sacred associations centered around this 
dear old home, and now at last, in his old age, 
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the faithful pastor goes out from that place to 
find a home with his children. 

When he removed from the farm he went 
to reside with his son-in-law, Joseph Landis, 
near Greer’s Corners, where he remained until 
1860, when he went to live with his son-in-law, 
John Krabiehl in Plumstead Township. Here 
he resided until the time of his death. 

Bro. Geil’s natural abilities were to him of 
great advantage all through his life. Without 
any special educational advantages, having in 
his boyhood days, it is said, attended school 
only six weeks, he yet learned to read and write 
both the English and German languages with 
such proficiency that he was able to write agree- 
ments, wills, mortgages and other documents. 
He also settled up estates, and very frequently 
was asked by his friends to write letters, especi- 
ally German letters, all of which he was well 
able to do. 

Besides his special knowledge of the Bible, 
he was in general terms, a well informed man. 
He possessed an extraordinary retentive memory 
and was a diligent reader, and with the natural 
abilities and the vigorous mind with which God 
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had blessed him above many others, he wasable 
to bring into practical use the large fund of 
knowledge thus attained whenever it was needed. 
It seemed as though his mind was so strong and 
vigorous that he seldom forgot what he had 
read or heard. He was blessed with good health 
and strong bodily powers, and this coupled with 
his extraordinary strong and vigorous mind and 
excellent memory, enabled him to preach appar- 
ently without much labor or exertion. It was 
in the later years of his life that a brother said: 
‘‘Tt seemed so remarkable that Bro. Geil was 
never seen taking any time to prepare himself 
for the Sunday service.” ‘‘Other ministers,” 
said the brother, ‘‘always take some time for 
preparation, and seem to be concerned about 
the preaching, but Bro. Geil is calm and appar- 
ently unconcerned.” With an entire depend- 
ence on God he went to his work, and when he 
rose before his congregation, he spoke without 
embarrassment, and the measure of divine grace 
always seemed to be full. He was indeed like 
the householder spoken of in the parable of our 
Savior that ‘‘ bringeth forth out of his treasure 
things new and old.” 
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In reference to his extraordinary retentive- 
ness of memory his son Samuel wrote some 
years ago in a letter to the author: ‘‘I heard 
him say that in his youth he could have learned 
fully the contents of a book by reading it over 
two or three times.” His great age seemed not | 
to have impaired his mind to any great extent. 
When he was quite an old man, the writer heard 
him relate incident after incident from a book 
which he had read; and in his relating these in- 
cidents he failed not in the minutest particulars. 
The writer met him, for the last time, in Feb., 
1864. It was then said that during the winter 
of 1862-63, he being then in his 85th year, he 


committed to memory two long German hymns. 


He served faithfully as a minister of the 
gospel for a period of about fifty-five years, and 
during the last five years of his life his home was 
about ten miles from his place of worship, yet 
notwithstanding. his extreme old age, he was 
seldom absent, and frequently on the inter- 
mediate Sunday, when there were no services in 
his own meeting-house (Line Lexington), he vis- 
ited other congregations. 
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During his earlier life he also preached reg- 
ularly every four weeks, for many years, in a 
neighboring school house, which was located at 
the foot of the hill on the farm belonging to the 
‘*Fretz Mill property,” and within a few rods of 
his own farm. The mill was in the Fretz family 
along time, and both the hill and the school 
house were known as the ‘‘ Fretz Hill” or the 
‘*Geil Hill;” the ‘‘Fretz School House,” the 
- ‘Geil School House.” In later years, however, 
some one took up the idea that the school house 
might have a more romantic name, and called it 
*¢Sylvandale,” by which name it was largely 
known until there seemed to be no further use 
for it, and it was torn down. 

His preaching was logical, largely explana- 
tory, and abounded with historical facts. He 
referred largely to the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures; he drew beautiful lessons from the 
prophecies, and from the grand conceptions of 
truth and the blessedness of God’s people and 
His church as set forth in the Psalms. The par- 
ablés of our Savior, the sympathetic, earnest ad- 
monitions and invitations of both the Savior and 
His apostles were blessed themes that impressed 
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his mind, and led him to make earnest appeals 
to those who were yet out of Christ. Some of 
his favorite texts that I can still recall after forty 
years have passed away are the following: 


_ “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion, with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and glad- 
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.’ 
—Isa. 35:10. 

‘‘Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give yourest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for | am meek 
and lowly in heart, so shall ye find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.”— Matt. 11: 28—30. 

“Jesus wept.”—Jno. 11:35. 

The parable of the Ten Virgins.—Matt. 
— 25:1—18. 

The parable of the Unjust Steward.— Luke 
16:1—12. | 

The parable of the Last Judgment. The par- 
able of the Sower and other parables as given in 
the 13th chapter of Matthew. Also the parable 
of the’Good Samaritan, the Lost Sheep, ete. 
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*‘Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness 
and forbearance and long-suffering; not know- 
ing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance.”—Rom. 2:4. 

The author has a record in his diary, on Sun- 
day, August 12th, 1855, that he attended meet- 
ing at Sylvandale school house, on which occa- 
sion Pre. John Geil preached the sermon from 
John 15:14. ‘'Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you.” Again in the same 
record under date of July 13th, 1856, Bro. Geil 
preached from the text, Matt. 6:33, ‘‘ But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you.” On the 30th of November, of the same 
year, he preached a funeral discourse on the 
death of John L. Frick’s child. The child died 
at the home of the parents in Philadelphia, and 
was buried at the Frick eraveyard, near Line 
Lexington. 

Bro. John Buzzard of Elkhart Co., Ind., who 
was born in Northampton Co., Pa., now 85 
years old, remembers that he once met Bro. 
Geil in the Perquesie (now Blooming Glen) 
meeting-house, and heard him preach there. He 
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related that when he came into the meeting- 
house, he saw behind the preacher’s desk, an old 
man with long, white hair and a yellowish, white 
overcoat, with a cape, or several capes, as was 
the customary style with plain people in those 
days. He rose and took his text from. Psa. 
87:37, ‘*Mark the perfect and behold the up- 
right; for the end of that man is peace.” In his 
remarks he referred to man in his natural or | 
impenitent condition, in which condition a man 
is not pious (fromm), not a child of God, but 
needs a Savior. In Jesus Christ he finds that 
grace which will convert him to God, and bring 
him into that condition in which he becomes 
reconciled,and made free from sin. This will 
make him a child of God and he will take upon 
himself the commandments of Christ and live in 
accordance with the will of God. Then it shall 
be well with him and he will be able to rejoice 
in the promises given to all those who love and 
obey God. 

At a certain school house where he preached, 
he related in his sermon the following historical 
event: ‘‘ Once when the plague raged in Athens, 
Greece, and many of the people were sick and 
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dying, the people, together with their leaders, 
prayed to their various gods, but the plague did 
not abate. So it was agreed among them to let a 
flock of sheep pass out of the city, to go whither 
they liked, and some one was appointed to fol- 
low them, and see where they would stop to 
lodge for the night. On the place where the 
sheep stopped for the night they erected an altar 
and dedicated it to the ‘Unknown God,’ and 
then, praying to this Unknown God, the plague 
stopped.” This was then, it is claimed, the 
origin of the altar and the inscription which 
Paul found, and from which he preached to the 
Athenians, the true and living God, and sal- 
vation throtigh Jesus Christ. 

He also preached many excellent funeral 
sermons, and some of his most remarkable ones 
were the productions of his declining years. 
One of his best efforts was one he preached at 
the funeral of Henry Fretz’s wife, some years 
before his death, and one on the occasion of the 
death of President Abraham Lincoln, who died 
April 14th 1865, less than a year before his own 
departure, and when he was just 87 years 
of age. 
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Daring the years that he maintained the 
meeting at Sylvandale school house, it was a 
rare thing to see a minister there besides him- 
self. During the last years of the author’s 
residence in his parental home, he attended 
these meetings quite regularly, and with a few 
exceptions the record of each meeting contains 
the stereotype expression: ‘‘Sermon by John 
Geil.” 

On one occasion when the congregation had 
assembled, and the services were about to com- 
mence, Bro. Geil opened the desk for the pur- 
pose of getting his Bible, which had been in use 
in the house a long time and which was always 
kept in the desk. To his astonishment no Bible 
could be found. A thorough search was insti- 
tuted all over the house, but the Bible was gone, 
and we all knew that it had been there at the 
previous meeting. We could come to no other 
conclusion than, that it had been stolen. In 
looking round he found a small English Testa- 
ment, which he took and in his meek, quiet way 
said: ‘‘Some one must have stolen the Bible, 
and I will be obliged to read my text from this 
book in English and translate it as well as I 
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can.” He translated the passage, and did it well, 
and without any embarrassment on account of 
it, he preached his sermon as usual. He said in 
reference to the one who had taken it: ‘‘If it 
would only do him some good.” 

He also was a man of extraordinary meek- 
ness and evenness of temper. © On a certain 
occasion he, with one of his neighbors, had been 
to Philadelphia market. They were almost 
ready to start on their thirty-mile trip home- 
ward. They left their teams standing untied on 
the street while attending to some business in 
the store. Amid the rattle and clatter of the 
busy street, his team started away, and a run- 
away team is usually something that will excite 
the most placid mind. His neighbor, who was 
with him started to secure the moving horses, 
when he saw his own team starting away also, 
and acting upon the more modern principle of 
taking care of ‘‘Number One,” he left Bro. 
Geil’s team to be secured by others, to look 
, after hisown. While all this excitement with 
the runaway teams was going on, Bro. Geil 
stood complacently and unconcerned in the 
threshold of the store, supporting himself with 
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one hand against each side of the doorway, as 
calm as asummer day, and never moved out of 
his position. 

He was especially kind to the poor and knew 
well how to return good for evil. On two occa- 
sions his cellar was robbed of the supply of | 
bread, pies and other provisions for the family. 
One of these occasions was on a Saturday night, 
the thief or thieves so completely stripped 
the family of all their eatables that they had 
nothing left for the Sunday morning breakfast. 
Suspicions rested so strongly on a neighbor that 
it was almost a certainty as to who the purloiner 
was. This neighbor afterwards was taken very 
sick, and being poor and in need, Bro. Geil at 
once proceeded to send him a good supply of 
such provisions as the family were in want of, 
and left word that if they required more they 
should come again. 

Many personal incidents of his life might be 
gathered, which would no doubt be of deep in- 
terest to those who were acquainted with him 
and also others. He maintained about him the 
strictest simplicity. It was customary with the 
people in his day, and in that part of the 
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country, to have white muslin covers on their 

buggies or light wagons. In the later years of his 
life the black-covered buggy tops came into use. 
But the aged brother, lest he might be a cause 
of offence to some weak brother’s conscience, 
retained his white covered buggy until within a 
few years of the end of his life. 


He greatly enjoyed the beautiful German 
hymns that were commonly sung in those days, 
which still inspire the pious soul with the spirit 
of worship and praise to God. While (immedi- 
ately after the death of his wife), he had his 
home with Bro. Henry F ly, who for a time, lived 
on his farm, he was frequently heard to sing the 
German hymn. 


‘‘Bs glaenzet der Christen inwendiger Ruhm,” 
etc. ; etc. 


And also the hymn: 


‘*Kommt Kinder, laszt uns gehen, 
Der Abend kommt herbei.” 


No doubt the death of his companion (which 
occurred a short time previous), had made a deep 
impression on his mind, and in his loneliness he 
was led up into the contemplation of that higher 
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life and the fuller enjoyment of a constant com- 
munion with God, and these thoughts, and this 
deeper, fuller life hid with Christ in God, filled 
him more and more with the desire that he 
might take the wings of the morning and fly 

away to that better and brighter home above, | 
and thus giving expression to his feelings in the 
language of the poet he sang: 

‘*Come, children, let us journey on, 
The ev’ning shades appear.” 

While riding along the road alone he very 
often sang ina low tone some hymn that he 
knew, and sometimes even talked of the glorious 
things revealed to us in God’s word, thus whil- 
ing away the lonely hours cither in lifting his 
heart in praise to God in song, or contemplating 
the blessed truths of God’s holy word and med- 
itating upon the wondrous manifestations of the 
infinite love of God to the children of men. The 
words of the Psalmist (Ps. 1:2) are here indeed 
applicable: ‘‘His delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night.” 

He had a special love for the children and as 
he met them in the families of his people it was 
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his special purpose to show them kindness and 
regard. No doubt many who now have come 
toa good old age still remember his acts of 
kindness and words of love to them when 
children. : | 

Also in hig public prayers, he never forgot 
to pray for the young people. This is one of the 
special parts of his prayers that the writer very 
vividly remembers, that God,might in mercy 
remember and bless the great company of chil- 
dren and young people with whom He had 
blessed the land, that they might early be led to 
the Lord and become His followers. And in his 
sermons, in reference to the young, he often 
quoted Eccl. 12:1, ‘‘ Remember thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth,” ete 

In 1852, as stated before, when he was about 
74 years old, feeling that his day of usefulness 
as a laborer in the vineyard of the Lord was 
past and that he might soon, and unexpectedly, 
be called away from his earthly labors, and de- 
siring to leave a parting word to his beloved 
congregation to whom he had preached the gos- 
pel so many years (and also to others), which 
they might read over and still, in after years, 
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when he should ‘‘lic silent inthe grave,” be re- 
minded of his faithful appeals to them, he pre- 
pared and published his ‘‘ Farewell Address.” 
This address was written and printed in the 
German language, and by his permission, trans- 
lated into the English language by the author | 
of this little work and published in the Hmraup 
or TruTH, in September 1865; and as this sketch 
of his life would not be complete without this 
address we give it a place here. 


FAREWELL ADDRESS 
OF. PRE. JOHN GEIL TO HIS CONGREGATION AT 


LINE LEXINGTON, PENNA. 


Beloved in Jesus our Lord: Since I am 
interested in the welfare of the church, and 
ardently wish that it may grow and increase 
in every Christian virtue, and be found in the 
exercise of good works, not only during my life- 
time, but also after my departure, I heartily 
desire that she may be a church ever glorious, 
and continue in a state of prosperity. Not 
knowing but that I may be suddenly taken away 
by death, and wishing to spend the last days, or 
the evening, of my life so as to benefit others, I 
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am constrained through love to write this ad- 
dress, especially to the church in the service of 
which I have labored, according to the ability 
which God has given me, for nearly forty-two 
years. | 


It may well be imagined that I have, in this 
time, had many experiences, both of pleasure 
and of pain. I have passed many sad and 
gloomy hours, and many sleepless nights; but I 
have also had my hours of gladness. I have 
coveted no man’s gold, silver, apparel, or goods. 
‘‘ Ye yourselves know that these hands have - 
ministered untomy necessities, and to them that 
were with me. I have shown you that so labor- 
ing ye ought to support the weak, and to re- 
member the words of the Lord Jesus, that He 
said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
I have labored in your service freely with the 
gift that has been bestowed on me; and now 
having devoted my best powers and much of 
my time to the church, I must soon depart from 
this life, and give an account of my stewardship 
—God be merciful to me! What I have spoken 
to you, I acknowledge to be the truth according 
to the holy Scriptures; but that I have not con- 
firmed and graced this testimony by so holy a 


OF PRE. JOHN GEIL. 29 


manner of life, as [ indeed may wish to have 
done,—this humbles me before my God. 


Beloved in the Lord! I shall part from you 
with the earnest desire and prayer, that the 
Lord may bestow on you His rich blessing, that — 
you may grow in grace and in holiness of life. 
Above all things it is my wish, and I entreat | 
you, that you strive to maintain love, peace, and 
unity among yourselves. Love is the badge of 
the disciples of Jesus; as He himself says, ‘‘ By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples 

~if ye have love one to another.” If you have 
not love one to another, you are not the disci- 
ples of Jesus; but you must follow after peace 
and holiness, without which no man shall see 
the Lord. Earnestly endeavor to maintain love 
and unity, and you shall be strong and stand 
firm. Let love run through all your dealings 
with each other. Be not credulous. If you 
hear evil reports of your brethren or sisters, or 
anything which may injure their honor or repu- 
tation, believe, hope, and wish the best con- 
cerning them, rather than the worst: this is the 
disposition of love. Ever be mindful of the 
words of Peter, ‘‘ Charity shall cover the multi- 
tude of sins.” Bear with each other in patience 
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and forgive one another, even as God has for- 
given you in Christ. If you would prosper, you 
must have love one to another, and especially 
should there be love between the church and her 
ministers, otherwise you cannot increase in god- 
liness and holiness of life; and without love you 
cannot be built up by the teaching of your min- 
isters. ‘‘ And we beseech you, brethren, to 
know them which labor among you, and are 
over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and 
to esteem them very highly in love for their 
work’s sake. And be at peace among your- 
selves.” ‘* Let the elders that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double honor; especially they 
who labor in the word and doctrine.” 


But ministers should not seek honor: but 
they should do their work out of love to the 
church, and ‘to their Lord and Master Jesus, 
who out of love to our race has given His life 
to; our service. They should do their work 
without designing to obtain honor or gain 
thereby; not ‘‘as being lords over God’s herit- 
age, but being examples to the flock:” ‘‘for 
they that have used the office of a deacon well 
purchase to themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which is in Jesus Christ.” 
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The work of the ministry is indeed a difficult 
one; but there are also promises of great and 
rich rewards given to those who have been faith- 
ful and have honestly discharged their office and 
conscientiously fulfilled their duties. ‘‘ They 
that be wise,” says the prophet Daniel, ‘shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as the 
stars forever and ever.” But they are exposed 
to many dangers; for this is an evil world, in 
which we are exposed to many temptations and 
all kinds of danger. 

It is therefore very highly necessary to 
watch and pray, because we may so easily be led 
away from the ‘‘one thing needful” and be allured 
into ways of error, unless we strive to walk 
carefully and prudently. The churches should 
therefore’ pray diligently for their ministers, 
that the Lord may give them grace, and clothe 
them with power from on high, and bestow on 
‘them the needful gifts, that they may be in- 
struments in winning souls to their Lord. It is 
my ardent, longing wish and prayer, that the 
Lord may so direct, that we who have acknowl- 
edged each other as brethren and sisters here in 
the Church militant, may also be acknowledged 
and received as brethren and sisters in the 
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Church triumphant in heaven above, where we 
- shall enjoy eternal happiness and bliss, and re- 
ceive an inheritance ‘‘incorruptible and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away,” a possession 
which ‘‘neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal.” 

God grant that we may have, and steadfastly 
maintain this hope, so that we as true children 
of God may eventually be made partakers of the 
rich blessings of the house of God in the heav- 
enly mansions; and this confidence we may 
have, if we have become the children of God 
through Jesus Christ; ‘‘ and if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” 
There we shall be free from all pain, suffering, 
and distress, and believers expect to meet each 
other again in the heavenly mansions. This 
has been the desire and longing of believers in 
all ages; as for example, the patriarch Jacob 
awaited his salvation and said, ‘‘I have waited’ 
for thy salvation, O Lord!” David the king 
and prophet, chose rather to be a doorkeeper in 
the house of his God, than to dwell in these tents 
of wickedness. Job waited for the time when 
his change should come, and had a strong hope 
and confidence in his Redeemer. ‘‘ I know that 
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my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth, and though after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh I shall see God.” Paul and his fellow be- 
lievers earnestly desired to be clothed upon — 
with their house which is from heaven. Oh, 
_ that we may all be filled with such an earnest 
_ desire for the heavenly possessions and man- 
sions, that we may continually strive, according 
to the admonition of Paul, after that which is 
_ above, and not after that which is on the earth. 
We should often think of the words of Jesus, 
‘‘ What is a man profited if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul? or what 
_ shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” It 
_ should continually be our own greatest effort and 
desire to seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and with Mary to choose the 
_ good part which shall never be taken from us. 
Therefore, dear brethren, ‘‘be steadfast, im- 
~ movable, always abounding in the work of the 
‘ Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is 
F not in vain in the Lord.” 
Dear brethren and sisters, if I should have 
ever injured, or grieved, or in any way wronged 
_ you, I ask pardon, and pray God that He may 
_ forgive me all my sins for Jesus Christ’s sake, 
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And all them that have despised, reproached, or 
in any way grieved or wronged me, I will for- 
give with all my heart; and I pray God that He 
may not, on my account, lay such things to their 
charge, and I wish to them rest to their souls 
in the kingdom of God. And to each and every 
one that has bestowed on me the least benefit 
or given me proof of his love and friendship, I 
_ feel heartily thankful; and if I cannot reward 
them for it, it is my ardent wish and prayer. 
‘that the good God may in my stead richly re- 
ward them for it. 


Beloved in the Lord, we have come upon 
critical times, in which many sects and denomi- 
nations have already arisen among the profes- 
sors of Christianity, and many more may yet 
arise. We hear every where the cry, ‘‘ Lo, here 
is Christ, or there He is.” Here prudence, 
watchfulness and caution are indeed necessary; 
for we are in danger of being turned from our- | 
selves, to look abroad and seek. the kingdom of 
God without ourselves, while it is to be estab- | 
lished within us, as Jesus on a certain occasion | 
said: ‘“‘The kingdom of God cometh not with | 
observation; neither shall they say Lo here! or | 
Lo there! for behold the kingdom of God is 
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within you.” It is therefore to our interest to 
look into our hearts and seek Jesus there and not 
out of ourselves; and each one holding constant 
communion with Jesus there, should build on 
Him his faith. This is the hope of our blessed- | 
ness, to build on Jesus, the Rock of our salva- 
tion; and this you will do if you hear His words, 
and believe and do them. ‘‘ Whosoever hear- 
eth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I 
will liken him unto a wise man, which built his 
house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat. 
upon that house; and it fell not; for it was- 
founded upon a rock.” 


The Lord grant that we, as true children of 
God, may eventually meet each other again in: 
the heavenly mansions, where we shall rest from 
our works; and enjoy the fruits of our labors. 
If we have sowed to the Spirit, we shall there 
reap without ceasing; though we sow with tears 
we shall reap with joy, as we read in the 126th 
Psalm: ‘‘ He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing the precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him.” 
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Ach Gott, durch deine Liebeshznde 
Mach’ du mich jetzo noch bereit, 
Dasz ich an meinem letzten Ende | 
In deinem Heil getrost abscheid. 
Dein Will’ sei mir in Ewigkeit, 
Ein Centrum der Zufriedenheit. 


Hiermit will ich nun Abschied nehmen . 
Von Denen, die mich hier gekannt, 
Vorerst von Denen, die sich greemen, 
In ihrem armen Sorgenstand. 
Fuercht’t Gott und betet Tag und Nacht, 


Zu ihm vertraut, nun gute Nacht. 


Nun gute Nacht, du liebe Jugend, 
Gott segne und behuete Euch, 
Er ziere Kuch mit Zucht und Tugend, 
Und bringe Euch zu seinem Reich. 
Gut? Nacht euch Allen insgemein 


Jungen und Alten, Grosz und Klein. 


From your loving and devoted brother and 
minister, | 


JOHN GEIL. 
New Britain, Bucks County, Pa—Nov. 30, 1852. 
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, About three months before his death he had 
asevere attack of diarrbea from which he had 
_ again partly recovered. 


On the 8th of Nov., 1865, a meeting had 
been appointed at the Line Lexington meeting- 
house, for the brethren, Jacob Driver and Fred- 
eric A. Rhodes of Virginia, which he especially 
desired to attend. He left home on the 7th 
and in the night had a fresh attack, and in 


consequence could not attend the meeting. He 


ep 


_ remained with friends until the next day, when 

being somewhat better, and being especially 
“urged to do so by some of his own family, he 
_ returned to his home, and was not able to leave 
yitagain. He continued to grow weaker until 

about two weeks before his death, when he had 
: something like a stroke of palsy, after which 
he was helpless, and calmly yielded up his spirit 
“to God who gave it, on the 16th of January 
4 1866, at the advanced age of 87 years, 9 months 
and 7 days. At the time of the meeting above 
referred to he had a very special desire to visit 
his congregation once more, and it was only 


with considerable persuasion that he could be 
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induced to return home when he for the 
last time was so near the place. It was a 
matter of much regret to his people that he was 
not permitted to be brought before his congre- 
gation once more; but God had ordered it oth- 
erwise, and he resigned himself to his Father’s 
will. ; 


This circumstance, that he manifested such 
an earnest desire to meet his congregation once 
more, and that he was not able to do so, made a 
deep impression on many sincere hearts, and no 
doubt led them to a more earnest and devoted 
Christian life. May they never forget the deep 
and earnest concern which the aged shepherd 
felt for his flock, even as Paul says: ‘‘ Remem- 
ber them which have the rule over you, who 
have spoken unto you the word of God; whose 
faith follow, considering the end of their con- 
versation.” 


He was buried on the 19th in the graveyard 
adjoining the Line Lexington meeting house, 
where for so many years he had stood a faithful 
watchman on the walls of Zion. He was fol- 


lowed to his last resting place by a very large 
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concourse of people, who came to look for the 
last time upon that aged face and those snow- 
white locks, with which they had so long been 
familiar. Pre. Samuel Godshalk preached at 
the home of the deceased in English, from Acts | 
20:17 —38, and Elder Jacob Kulp and Pre. 
John Allabach at the meeting-house, from the 
text, 2 Tim. 4:6—8, in German. 
A few years ago the author visited his grave. 
A neat, white stone marks the place, and on the 
stone we read that Pre. John Geil was born 
April 9th, 1778; that he died on the 16th of Jan. 
1866, age S7 years, 9 months and 7 days. 
Underneath the inscription are the follow- 
ing expressive and appropriate verses in the 
German language: 
,orer rubt der treue Hirt in diefer Gruft, 
Aus Mennogs flein zerftreuter Herde, 
Bis der Herr derein{t ihn wieder ruft 
Bu fic) aus dem Staub der Erde. 
Sr feitete durd) Kummer und Befchwerde, 
Die Schafe zu der beffern Lebensquell— 
Vereinige ibn, Sefu, mit feiner Herde, 
Wo die Verflarungsjonne ftrahlet hell.“ 


The following is a translation of the above: 
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Here from Menno’s small and scattered flock, 
Rests the faithful shepherd in his tomb, 

Till from the earth and dust these bodies come, 
And the Lord shall call his children home. 


-Through deepest distress and trials great, 
To waters of life he led his charge— 
Now Lord gather the shepherd and his sheep, 
To thy heav’nly pastures fair and large. 


From the life and labors of this aged ‘‘father 
in Israel” we learn anew some of the great les- 
sons of life. 


First, That the grace of God is sufficient to 
bring about such a change in the human heart 
as will cause a man to turn from darkness 
unto light, and be converted from the power of 
Satan unto God. 


Secondly, That the grace of God likewise is 
sufficient to keep us in youth and in old age; to 
keep us through a long lifetime of trial, and 
care, and difficulties; that the promises of God 

‘are ever sure to all that put their trust in 
Him, and this verifies to us the words of our 
Savior when He says, Jno. 10:27, 28: ‘*‘ My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
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follow me; and I give unto them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. 


Thirdly, In him we have a bright example of 
faithful devotion to his church. While he was 
liberal in his views, he was a devoted Menno- 
nite. He loved his church. The maintainance 
and advancement of his own church were sub- 
jects that continually impressed themselves on 
his mind. While he was kindly disposed toward 
all and observed due respect to the opinions and 
doctrines of others, he yet.maintained and 
taught forcibly and clearly the doctrines and 
teachings of his own church. 


At one time when the mode of baptism 
was a subject which greatly stirred up his 
surroundings, and controversy ran high, he , 
watched with jealous care the progress of the 
controversy among those who. with more zeal 
than knowledge, or with more zeal than piety, 
pressed the subject upon the public mind, and 
he for a long time held his peace; but at last be- 
lieving that after all it was necessary that his 
-. own people should be instructed and reminded 
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of the teachings of the church on this subject, 
in order that they might be confirmed and es- 
tablished in the doctrine, and so the better able 
to fortify themselves against any contrary influ- 
ences that might be brought to bear upon them, 
he rose one Sunday morning as usual, at the 
time of the regular service, in his own meeting- 
house, and announced to the congregation that 
inasmuch as there was so much controversy on 
the subject of baptism among the different 
classes of people, he would then and there, as 
the Lord should give him grace, set forth the 
teaching of the Gospel and the views of the 
church on this much disputed subject, yet with- 
out in any way taking part in the unkind dis- 
putes that were in progress throughout that 
vicinity; and those that heard him gave their 
testimony that it was a masterly effort, setting 
forth the true teaching of the word of God on 
the subject. : 7 


So we see in the faithful old brother not only 
a faithful exponent of Mennonite doctrine, but - 
also a practical living out of these doctrines and 


teachings, 
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As we have said before, he was of a mild, gen- 
erous temperament, seldom or never excited, 
friendly and genial in his manners, careful and 
considerate in his conversation, industrious and 
economical in his habits, faithful in the dis- 
charge of his duties, honest and upright in all 
his dealings, kind to the poor, and ever ready to 
help those in need, hospitable and generous to 
such an extent that he was often imposed upon 
by the unscrupulous. He was a pattern of 
Christian piety, patience, meekness and humil- 
ity, setting a good example to his flock, living 
in peace with all men, not rendering evil for 
evil, but overcoming evil with good. Thus liv- 
ing he gained the love and esteem of all who 
knew him, and departed to his eternal home, 
full of years, to receive the rich reward of his 
labors. The text from which his funeral ser- 
mon was preached, was one that in his public 
ministrations he often used; this text indeed was 
well applied by the dear brother who conducted 
his funeral services: ‘‘I am nowready to be offered 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight; I have finished my course; 

I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid 
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up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that 
day; and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.” — 2 Tim. 4: 6—8. 


‘‘They that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness, as the stars forever and ever.” 
—Dan. 12:3. 


I see him now the man of God, 
Commanding and serene; 

So long the way of truth he trod, 
So long a faithful servant been. 


Within the plain old church of stone, 
That stood upon the hill, 

With windows low, and walls so strong, 
He meekly sought his place to fill. 


For five and fifty years he stood, 
And lifted up his voice, 

And told the people how that God 
Had made the sons of men rejoice. 


OF PRE. JOHN GEIL. 45 


The faithful shepherd rests in peace, 
- His flock still worships there, 
And oft methinks beside his tomb, 
One offers up a silent prayer, 


And pleads with him who kindly hears 
The humblest sinner’s cry, 

That he may still assuage their fears, 
And send them blessings from on high. 


That he may lead and keep his church, 
In all the paths of love; 

May keep them as a shining light, 
And bring them to his rest above. 


Oh! let us often think of him 
Whose words were life and peace, 
And forward press to that abode, 
Where life and joy shall never cease. 
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